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ABSTRACT

Pre-health and health students completed a brief survey assessing their stigma towards people that use opioids. The majority of the participants had been educated on drugs and/or public policy and had prior close interaction with people who used opioids. However, many participants wished to keep a social
distance from this population when in a close, personal setting. This study can guide educational initiatives to ensure that the future healthcare workforce treats all patients equally and compassionately.
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The majority of participants (95.9%) said they had been educated on drugs and/or public policy.
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and compassionately 0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% to seek out treatment®. Moreover, because substance use is highly stigmatized among this
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